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illents l)ct\\'een t\\'o long-tinte lltitior pl:l\.-
c r \ .  T h c  l i , r ' n r e  l h  r  i o l c n t  t r l r r r l i r t  g r , r r r p
tl-rlt has brokerccl ..r tle:rl rvith thc rrnteqo-
n is t -bc l ie r . inq-  the  pcace lu l  u ' r ry  i s  thc
path to rcrchinq objecti ics often al ien-
':rtcs l splintcr r{roup still committecl to r-i-
olence lnd qtrclrill:r u'irrthre to hrrthel the
ceuse. \ \ ' i tnc.ss the lct ivi t ics of thc mil i-
t l l r l -  u- inq' of Henrlts, e Palcst inirrn olqlrr i-
z..lti(xr with firllou,ers 1)oth nro(lerute ilt(l
r ' ; rdicrr l ,  in t l ' rc nronths : i f ter the pl.o lnr l
Tsrael siqnccl i l  perirce r leal.  Suicide bomlr-
ing attJcks \\rere nothing i f  not inclcrrsed:
Ilore thrrn 6f-n hrrr.e been killed rrntl hun-
drcc ls  v .ounder l  on  c ro l r 'dcc l  conr rnu ter
buses. 

' lhe 
r l isscnt is not releq'rrted to one

sidc; r ieht-u' inrr - lel ish sett lers hrrr.e ,r lso
vocifcrorrslt '  rnt l  violcnth--pr:otcsted,

thc most derrcl lv beine the 199:t nr.rssecrc
o f  t l vcn f i ' -n inc  I lus l i rns  i rs  the \ '  $ ,e lc
pra."'it-tg tt thc Ch\.e of Pntrirrcl-rs in He-
bron  bv  se t t le r  Brnrch  C lo lc ls te in .  

' l ' 1 - re

scenrrio enq'enrleretl is tl-r.:rt of firnner te r-
rorist Ylsser Ar:rfr t  uorking ir-r concert
u  i t l r  I r l r r c l i  l . , r , l c r ' r  t ( )  t r \  l r )  r ' r . i r r  i n  ; r
q r , , r r p  u i t l r  u ] t o r r r  l r e  ( ) l t ( c  \ \ i t \  i n c r l r i r . r -
blr- trnited rvitl-r in the lieht rrq.,rinst Isr:rel.

Supprcssion uoult l  seenr to be thc ,rn-
su ,c r  f i ) r  I  q roup ncu l r .p r t r tnerer l  u i th
the old enenr\,  rnrl  hrtnt lerl  I  lnr ln(hte to

clc:rn horrse. 
' fhc 

intercst of the pt.o () l-

t l -re , \ ' loro Nrrt ionrr l  I- ibcrrrt ion Front or
thc lr ish Rcpublicrrn , \rnrr '  or Khun S:r
in rern:r ining thc top le.,rclcr '  or at bcst acl-
\ .antr lqe in the post-perlce crA is olr l ious.
.\s such. cuttillq tlerls too u,ith the tlrircl
prr$' nri lv be thc :rnsrier. Or elsc rr l l  par-
t r c s  l i s k  t  t r l t i r ; t t i n g  l l t c  s l r r r r t  \ e l ) : t r i t t ; s l
nro\-emcnt th:t t  $' i I I  i t ' rcvit . l Ir l r- ,  sonte(l i l \ ' ,
i tgl in clc:tve .J\\ . tV r. l t  peacc: The .{ l  [ ,aran
is:r l l  brrt  cl isevoucrl lx- thc I{ashrnir }-ree-
r lorl  ( lonf 'ercncc in Kashmir rrncl the be-
h e r r d i n q  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  l i v e  \ \ - e s t e r n
t r e k k c r : s  t h c v  k i r l n r r p p e < l  i n  t h e  I I i -
tlt':llaf irns js I tlrlrstic llcrlsrtrc teken br. an
incrcrrsinqh iqnored qroup.

The onlv si lver l ininq is th..rt  rr col lscn-
sus is crnerq' ing the rvot ' l r l  o\-eI thrrt  nri ] i -
t i r v  oPt ions  h l r .  e  tO l te  sor t reho$ re -
p laccd bv  po l i t i c r l  so lu t ions .  But  tha t  i s
l r r rqe ly  theore t ic . . r l  lnc l  i t  c r rn  r rpp11. ,  r r t
best, to governnrcnts :rnd politic,rl tcr.ror
ists ar-rd not to those "pro-l i tc" cnthusi i lsts
uho sprav bul lets on cloctors rrncl p:rt icnts
i r t  rbor t io r r  c l in ics  o r  to  those sc l f : rp -
p o i n t e r l  c u s t o c l i a n s  o f  c o u n t l e s s  f a i t h s
r . r  h o  c a n n o t  s e c u r c  t h e i r  n r o r ' . , r 1  h i e h
grorLnr' l  u' i thout annihi l :r t inq' fcl lou, hu-
rn lns .  Thc  \4 'o r ld ,  l )e rhrps ,  u ' i l l  h r r rc  tc r
lcrrn to l ivc '"vi th thrtt  kind of violencc. o
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RUSTY SI(;N in a glade in the
lbrest north of Phichit in the
heart of northern 

' lhai land's

cent ra l  p la ins  te l l s  the  v is i ro r
that he is entering public land. About sev-
entv years ago, some horneless people
wandered dou'n fiom the North to setde
here. Their descendants are srill living in
two small villages here, Ban Neun Samor
and Ban Dong, and they are today Thai
citizens. But this rl,'as nor the caie when
they first arrived at Phichit: This is where
Ho Chi Minh lived clandestinely for a few
years in the late 1920s. Incongruous as it
may seem, these tiny villages were once
the secret headquarters of the Vietnamese
revolutionary movernent that struggled to
drive the French out oflndochina.

Boakree Vilayphan is now eighry-seven,
but recalls vividly the "tall and slim" gen-
t leman who taught them that Vietnam
should be independent from the French.
Her husband Boontam Vilayphan, eighq,-
nine, still remembers some of the old slo-
gans, which he writes down in Chinese
characters on a piece t-, f  paper: "See, this
is what Ho Chi Minh r.r'rote on the black-
board in the school at the time. Freedom
and pat r io t i sm."  Mr  Boontam and Ms
Boakree now have Thai names and are
understandably shy to talk about the past.

"We're good Thai citizens now," they say.
Thev were in their lare reens and early

tv'enties when Ho arrived at Phichit in
1927. Ho had learned that some Viet-
namese had moved to Phichit a few years
bcfore, and this seemed an ideal place for
a revolut ionarv base. The Vietnamese
communities in Udon Thani and other
towns in Isaan, Thailand's Northeast,
were heavily infiltrated by French agents,
but no one u'ould expect to {ind a narion-
a l i s t  s t rongho ld  near  Ph ich i t ,  then  a
sleepy market town on the banks of the
Nan River. Lrdon Thani was a ten days'
walk fiom Phichit through the forest and
over the mountains north of Petchabun.



The f irst Vietnamese sett led at Ban

Dong outside Phichit in the early 1920s as

peasants and seasonal traders. Truong

Van Trinh, norv ninety-two, says that

young revolutionary cadres traveied south

from China and lr.ere joined by other

Vietnamese who had trekked through

Laos via Udon Thani to Phichit. They

belonged to a group called Thanh Nielr

Cach X'lang Dong Chi Hoi, or the Associ-

ation of Young Revolutionary Cornrades.

I-Io-or Tin Thau or Thau (lhin as he

called hinself at that time-brought new

ideas  to  the  V ie tnanrese communi r r  in

Phichit. A communist cell of eight mem-

bers n'as fonned at Ban Dong to guide a

broader front called the Thai An (Friend-

ship) Association. There was also a Youth
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Roman Cathol ic cathedral and several

Catholic schools institutions in both areas

are reminders of these days u.hen Thai-

land received its first influx of Indochi-

nese refugees.

According to Mr Truong, Ho succeed-

ed in  contac t ing  severa l  o f  the  V ie t -

namese communit ies in Thailand and

gaining suppoft for his cause. The official

biography Oar President Ho Chi Minb,

published in Hanoi in 1970, states that he

"read newspapers and bools to them and

went away with a srnall bag on his shnul-

der l ike a travel ing trader. He went to

those places where Vietnamese nationals

lived, to diffuse propaganda and to orga-

nize them." Ms Boakree remembers him

as "bright and quite handsome."

To what extent the Thai au-

thorities were iwarc of Ho's ac-

tivities remains, howel'er, a tnat-

te r  o f  con jec ture .  Some Tha i

scholars have suggested that the

T h a i s  l e n t  s o m e  c l a n d e s t i n e

su lpor t  to  Ho 's  moverncnt ,  in

accordance with the Bangkok's

o ld  fo re ign  po l i cv  max im o f

supporting the enemy's enemy

regardless of ideology. This has

been the case in regard to Thai-

land's relat ions unti l  recently

w i t h  s e v e r a l  a n t i - Y a n g o n  n r i -

nority groups along the Myanmar border

and with the Communist Party of Malaya

in the South-which proved useful in

tracking do',vn anti-Thai Muslim guer-

rillas in the same area-and also with the

Khmer Rouge, rvhich fought the Viet-

namese in Cambodia in a wav that suited

Thailancl's securitv interests.

\4rhile conceding that 
'lhailand 

vr.'as

wary of the aggressive French colonial

power in Indochina, Mr Truong disputes

the suggestion that Ho received Thai

support at this time. "The Thais were un-

av-are of Ho's presence in Thailand until

he decided to send two of his men, Ong

Sau and Ong Canh Tan,  to  Ch ina  to

bring back Marxist-I-eninist literature to

the communist cell in Ban Dong."

Sau and Canh Tan were arrested in

Bangkok, which r.l'as ho'*'the government

learned about a secret Vietnamese coln-

rnunist group in Phichit. "This r.vas during

the days of the absolute monarch-y, and the

Thais were very afraid of anv communist

movement, even i f  i t  was f ighting the

French in Indochina," Mr Truong says.

Sau and Canh 
' fan 

were expelled to

France, and the Vetnamese at Phichit be-

l ieved the l '  had  been be t rayed by  an

inf i l trator in their own group. He was

identi f ied as Cuong, the owner of the

house u'here Ho Chi Minh had actually

spent his first night at Ban Done when he

ar r i red  t -hcre  in  1927.  Cuong was executed

by the other Vietnamese at Phichit-and

at this stage rnore news about llo's activi-

ties had reached the Thai authorities.

Ho slipped out of the country in late

1929 and rnade it to Hong Kong, where

he formed the Indochinese Communist

Party the fol lowing year. At Phichit ,

more than one hundred Viemamese were

arrested by the Thai police while others

moved to Udon Thani, along vrith tleir

files and printing press. Phichit never be-

came the headquarters of the Vietnamese

revolution. The school was handed over

to tlle Thai authorities and on its site nou'

st irnds a Buddhist temple.

The official Ho biography states that

" the  S iamese u 'e re  good to  the  V je t -

nanrese, but to avoid diplomatic difficul-

ties they were forced to act." In fact, most

Vietnamese q.ere al lowed to remain in
'l.hailand 

clespite the crackdown in Phi-

chit. But the Thais preferred to have them

concentrated along the Lao border in

Isaan rather than in the Thai heartiand.

Direct Thai support, including weapons,

for the !'ietnamese resistance did not ma-

terial ize unti l  1946 and 1947, when the

absolute rnonarchy had been abolished

and Thaiiand was led by a l iberal,  left-

leaning; prime minister, Pridi Banomyong.

Pridi's sympathy for the Vietnamese

movement was no doubt politically moti-

vated and mry nq1 represent a general

Thai attitude towards Ho. But the fact

t h a t  H o  u  a s  r b l e  t o  s t a v  i n  T h a i l a n d .

along v-ith his followers, for several years

rellects the general openness ofThai soci-

ew, u,'hich has continued to attract politi-

cal and religious 6migr6s from neighbour-

ing  count r ies ,  rang ing  f rom Lao and

tllyanrnar rebels to leaders of tVlalaysian

religious sects. This has often been misin-

terpreted as support for these groups,

ra-hich has not always been the case.

The few hundred Vietnamese descen-

dants who now live in Phichit are living

proof of this flexibility and the abilitv of

Thai society to absorb e\ren very contro-

versial outsit iers. Al l  of them are now

Thai citizens, have Thai names, and apart

from the stories told by the older genera-

tion there is nothir.rg to indicate that this

once $'as the secret hideout of one of

\sia's rnost lamous revolut ionaries. o

Par ty  fo r  younqer  cadre  such as  Ms

Boakree and Mr Boontam. A Vietnarlrese

s c h o o l  u ' a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  B a n  N e u n

Sarnor and a printing press was installed.

"Ho Chi Minh rvanted to organize the

V i e t n a m e s e  i n  
' f  

h a i l a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e

F lcnch, "  J { r  T ruonq reca l l s .  "He lec-

tured us lbout ,\Iarxism-Leninisn"r at the

local school. but he stlved ls a farrner in a

house which belonged to one of thc cell

members called C)ng Sau."

Thailand had sizable Vietnamesc com-

munities already at this time, :rnd it ri'as

among these exiles that Ho hoped to es-

tablish support for his struggle against d.re

French. The first Viemamese in Thailancl

had come in the early nineteenth century

during fighting between E,mperor Gia-

Long, the founder of the Nguven Dy-

nastv, Vietnarn's last imperial family, and

rival clans and families. More Viefiramese,

mair.rlv Roman Catholics, follorved in the

mid-nineteenth century when further un-

rest engulfed tl.reir homeland.

Most of them settled in Isaan in (lhan-

thaburi on the eastern seaboard and in

Sarnsen, then a village north of Bangkok

and nov'a part of the sprau'ling ciqt. A
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